Sample Op-Ed
Global Fertilizer Day Resource

Title: Responsible Fertilizer Use Can Strengthen [STATE]’s Farms, Economy & Environment

Content:

Global Fertilizer Day is on October 13, and I welcome you to join me in celebrating the vital role fertilizer plays in the productivity and sustainability of [STATE]’s farms. Far from being just an input, fertilizer represents an essential tool in feeding both our country and an ever-growing world.

From field to fork, fertilizer plays an indispensable role. In fact, over half of global food production depends on the increased yields made possible through responsible fertilizer use. In [STATE], where agriculture supports livelihoods, communities, and a significant share of our economy, fertilizer helps us compete in a competitive global marketplace and maintain strong yields on existing acres.

Farmers and the fertilizer industry are able to achieve this by remaining focused on making fertilizer use more precise, efficient, and sustainable. 

To ensure farmer profitability and reduce environmental impacts, the fertilizer industry promotes increased farmer adoption of the 4R Nutrient Stewardship framework: using the right fertilizer source, at the right rate, at the right time, in the right place. The Fertilizer Institute, a trade association representing the U.S. fertilizer industry, has committed to having 70 million acres of U.S. farmland under 4R nutrient stewardship management by 2030.

Why This Matters in [STATE]
Every state has its own cropping systems, soil types, weather patterns, and environmental sensitivities. In [STATE], for example:
· [Local crop, e.g. corn / wheat / soy / specialty crop] is a cornerstone of our farm economy. Nutrient management choices here ripple across land, water, and economic returns.
· We face [local environmental challenges, e.g. nitrogen leaching into rivers, hypoxia zones, groundwater quality issues]. Smart fertilizer management is part of the solution.
· Farmers in [STATE] are working on [state-specific practices: split nitrogen applications, variable-rate tools, buffer strips, precision ag], yet many still face cost pressures, policy uncertainty, or limited technical support.
· Our state’s [policy or regulatory environment: nutrient management rules, water quality goals, conservation programs, state funding for agriculture] can either enable or hinder widespread adoption of best practices.

Policy Solutions (if your state has any particular policy solutions to support, please include here.)

The demand for food continues to rise with an expected global population of nearly 10 billion by 2025, and with that comes a growing pressure to do more with less and to continue being good stewards of the land. By working together, agriculture and [STATE] can support efficient fertilizer usage and ensure strong rural economies, resilient farms, and healthy watersheds.
